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Dear	Parents,	
We	had	the	Winter	Fete	and	we	made	a	profit	of	over	Rs	1,70,000/-	with	your	generosity,	the	
generosity	and	hard	work	of	 all	 the	Staff,	 and	 the	 cooperation	and	enthusiasm	of	 all	 our	
students.	On	behalf	of	 the	Social	Service	Club	headed	by	Ms	Neethu	Mathew,	Ms	Sameera	
Sachdeva	and	Ms	Shabina	Shaikh,	I	warmly	thank	all	of	you.	
Generosity	 is	 a	 wonderful	 virtue.	 It	 ennobles	 the	 spirit.	 It	 nurtures	 the	 loving	 part	 of	
ourselves	when	we	are	generous	from	our	heart.	It	does	not	matter	(as	in	our	case	here	with	
the	children	of	St.	Xavier’s	School)	whether	we	know	or	do	not	know	the	beneficiaries	of	our	
generosity.	What	is	important	is	that	we	feel	that	other	people’s	lives	matter,	other	people’s	
needs	and	aspirations	matter.		
Generosity	is	an	act	of	love	and	compassion.	It	is	not	just	a	human	quality;	you	could	say	it	is	
god-like.	In	the	Rig	Veda,	we	are	told:	There	was	neither	death	nor	immortality	then.	No	signs	
were	there	of	day	or	night.	The	One	was	breathing	by	its	own	power.	Only	the	One	was;	there	
was	nothing	beyond.		
Darkness	was	hidden	in	darkness.	The	all	was	fluid	and	formless.	Therein,	in	the	void,	by	the	fire	
of	fervour	arose	the	One.	
And	in	the	One	arose	love.	Love,	the	first	seed	of	soul.		
The	Book	of	Genesis	in	the	Bible	is	all	about	God’s	acts	of	creating	and	of	giving	to	the	world.	
Later,	the	same	God	gives	his	‘only	begotten	son’	to	the	world.	Jesus	knows	the	price	he	will	
pay	for	fighting	for	the	marginalised,	for	loving	the	outcast,	but	his	life’s	work	it	seems	is	to	
do	more	of	it	even	if	it	means	paying	the	ultimate	price.	(On	a	humbler	note,		Sanjeev	Kapoor	
would	sing	in	the	film	Badal	in	1966:	अपने	िलये	िजये	तो	क्या	िजये // तू	जी	ऐ	िदल	ज़माने	के	िलये!)		

But	I	digress:	this	was	to	only	thank	you	for	your	kindness	and	support	to	our	efforts	to	make	
a	difference	to	the	world	outside	TGS.	The	TGS	community	is	united	 in	 this	effort	then	to	
make	the	world	a	better	place.		

Our	first	order	of	business	is	to	buy	Greenboards	for	the	school.	Those	parents	who	would	
like	to	donate	a	Greenboard	–	We	are	falling	short	of	the	number	required	by	them	–	may	
please	 contact	 the	 Accounts	 Office	 or	 Ms	 Neethu	 Mathew	
(neethu.mathew@thegeraschool.com)	 or	 Ms	 Sameera	 Sachdeva	
(sameera.sachdeva@thegeraschool.com)	
	
Our	warmest	wishes	for	a	happy	new	year.	
	
Regards,	
	
C	P	Joseph	
PRINCIPAL	
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TGS	WINTER	FETE	

“Too	often	do	we	underestimate	the	power	of	
a	touch,	a	smile,	a	kind	word,	a	listening	ear,	
an	honest	compliment	or	the	smallest	act	of	
giving,	all	of	which	have	the	potential	to	turn	
life	 around…”	 TGS	 hosted	 the	 Winter	 Fete	
with	 great	 enthusiasm	 and	 togetherness	
coming	 along	 for	 a	 noble	 cause.	 The	Winter	
Fete	was	held	on	the	21st	of	December	in	the	
school	 premises.	Multiple	 stalls	were	 put	 up	
for	delectable	food	items	and	thrilling	games.	
TGS	 witnessed	 a	 great	 footfall	 with	 Parents	
and	 students	 contributing	 to	 the	 cause	
generously.	 All	 members	 of	 staff	 took	
responsibility	for	either	a	food	or	a	game	stall	
and	 it	 was	 heart-warming	 to	 see	 the	 TGS	
community	coming	together	as	one	big	happy	
family	for	a	worthy	purpose.	 

	
Christmas	Special		
The	Secondary	School	students	took	to	the	stage	to	showcase	the	spirit	of	Christmas	on	
the	22nd	of	December.	With	the	little	ones	of	Early	years	and	the	entire	Primary	section	in	
the	auditorium	and	the	vibe	of	Christmas	all	around,	the	place	was	filled	with	joy	and	
laughter	as	we	all	welcomed	the	festive	season.	The	Christmas	Special	program	involved	
Christmas	Carols,	a	live	band	performance,	plays,	mime	and	dance,	not	forgetting	to	
mention	the	interactive	fillers	for	the	little	ones.	Singing	and	dancing	together	was	surely	
the	best	way	to	ring	in	the	festivity.	
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THE	MIDDLE	SCHOOL	SECTION	
NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	

	
I. DANCE	
	Selected	students	of	Grades	6,	7	and	8	have	been	taught	a	part	of	a	choreographed	routine	
which	 they	will	perform	 for	Annual	day	while	a	 small	 group	of	 students	have	also	been	
chosen	to	perform	a	Folk	dance	on	the	occasion.	Practices	for	the	same	have	begun	but	in	
the	 days	 to	 come,	will	 become	more	 rigorous	 as	we	 begin	 to	 concentrate	 on	 becoming	
performance	ready.	

	
II. DRAMA	
The	 students	of	 grades	 6,	 7,	8	 and	 9	 spent	 the	 last	weeks	 of	November	&	December	 in	
planning	for	the	various	items	to	be	staged	for	their	Annual	day.	Those	who	chose	to	act	in	
the	musical	SCHOOL	OF	ROCK,	had	to	Audition	for	the	various	roles	in	the	play.	Roles	have	
been	assigned	and	we	have	started	the	process	of	reading,	character	&	role	development	
and	movement.	We	are	looking	forward	to	the	4th	of	February	2023.	
	
CIRCLE	TIME/	LEADERSHIP	CURRICULUM	
Grade	6	
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The	 learners	 of	 Grade	 6	 were	 faced	 with	
moments	to	reflect	on	the	value	of	their	lives	
and	discuss	thoughts	like	the	labels	we	carry.	
As	 learners	 this	 age	 evaluate	 the	 various	
situations	 they	 come	 across	 and	 the	 various	
opportunities	 they	 have	 to	 be	 kind	 and	
compassionate,	it	allows	the	learners	the	time	
to	evaluate	and	reflect	on	their	lives.	Many	a	
time,	learners	do	not	acknowledge	when	they	
are	 hurting	 or	 are	 in	 pain.	 By	giving	 them	 a	
safe	space	to	express	their	feelings,	they	learn	
that	feelings	are	nothing	to	be	afraid	of,	and	if	
well	 understood,	 can	 be	 an	 instrument	 of	
change	for	all.		
	

Grade	7		

The	learners	of	Grade	7	were	given	the	opportunity	
to	reflect	and	analyse	videos	that	enabled	them	to	
question	the	value	of	theirs	and	the	lives	of	others	
on	 this	 earth.	 Helping	 them	 understand	 this	
seemingly	obvious	question	helps	them	add	value	
to	the	people	they	come	across	in	their	daily	lives.	
They	 also	 analysed	 a	 video	 and	 discussed	 the	
various	 labels	we	carry	with	us	as	we	go	through	
life.	Our	discussions	got	very	deep.	They	were	also	
able	 to	 internalise	 the	 discussion	 and	 take	
responsibility	 for	 times	 they	 labelled	 others.	 We	 have	 also	 been	 getting	 into	 feelings	
through	 various	 Circle	 Time	 activities	 and	 this	 has	 helped	 them	 connect	 with	 their	
classmates.		

Grade	8	
The	 learners	 of	 Grade	 8	 have	 always	 taken	 the	 opportunity	 to	
analyse	ideas	and	add	their	own	flavour	to	it.	This	month	was	no	
different.	 They	 were	 shown	 a	 video	 on	 value	 and	 were	 asked	
questions	on	how	much	value	they	think	they	have	in	this	world.	
It	 was	 quite	 disheartening	 to	 see	 how	 little	 they	 thought	 they	
were	worth.	 They	 also	 analysed	 the	 labels	with	which	 they	 go	
through	life	and	realised	how	they	have	allowed	the	judgement	of	
others	to	define	how	they	think	about	themselves.		

	
Grade	9:	
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The	learners	of	Grade	9	have	been	through	a	month	of	reflection	and	analysis	wherein	they	
discussed	 how	 they	 allow	 themselves	 to	 be	 affected	 by	 labels	 and	 how	 they	 allow	
themselves	to	judge	others.	They	also	discussed	the	importance	of	self-esteem	and	were	
able	to	identify	the	fact	that	they	are	important	and	deserving	of	respect,	compassion	and	
love.	Taking	 learners	down	 this	path	helps	 them	value	 themselves	but	also	encourages	
them	to	be	empathetic	and	compassionate	beings	themselves.		
ICT	
GRADES	6-10	
Learners	solved	all	 the	questions	 from	the	Term	2	paper	 in	class.	They	were	also	given	
time	to	check	their	papers	and	verify	any	doubts	that	they	had.	
Learners	 of	 Grade	 6	were	 also	 taken	 through	a	 detailed	 revision	 in	 concepts	 they	 had	
doubts	which	included	MS	Excel,	Python	programming	(color	codes,	and	writing	Python	
codes	→	Scratch	to	Python),	logical	tests,	statements	and	loops.		

	
ART		

GRADE	6	
The	 learners	
from	 Grade	 6	
explored	
different	
mediums	 like	
paint	 and	 3D	
paper	 craft	
based	 on	
Christmas	as	a	
theme.	 The	
learners	
created	 work	 that	 showcased	 their	 interpretation	 of	 the	 Christmas	 tree	 using	 pastels,	
paint,	and	paper	to	create	beautiful	visuals	and	pop-up	cards.	
	
GRADE	7	&	GRADE	8	
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The	 learners	 from	 Grade	 7	 &	 8	 worked	 on	 a	 series	 of	 Christmas	 Baubles.	 They	 were	
provided	information	about	this	Christmas	ornament	and	its	origins.	They	then	designed	
their	very	own	Bauble	incorporating	colours	that	suited	the	festive	season.	They	put	to	use	
their	decorative	drawing	skills	and	created	ornaments	that	were	a	beautiful	addition	to	
the	school	decor.	
GRADES	9	&	10	

The	learners	from	Grade	9	&	10	completed	charcoal	drawings	depicting	fears	and	phobias.	
The	learners	also	used	acrylic	paint	and	painted	very	intense	paintings	depicting	struggle	
and	fear.		

	
	

P.E.	
Cooperative	games	during	physical	education	can	have	a	lot	of	benefits	for	students.	These	
games	not	only	provide	exercise,	but	emphasise	teamwork,	build	relationships,	strengthen	
the	 classroom	 community,	 increase	 confidence,	 learn	 about	 rules	 and	 strategy	
development,	and	more.	
	
The	focus	of	PE	has	been	to	engage	learners	into	various	Cooperative	Games	set-ups	to	
emphasise	development	of	 teamwork	spirit	 and	overall	 social	 aspects	within	 the	 class.	
This	also	gave	time	for	learners	to	relax	and	have	fun,	as	they	have	been	simultaneously	
working	really	hard	with	the	School’s	Annual	Day	practices.	
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In	 Term	 3	 the	 focus	 would	 be	 to	 teach	 learners	 to	 effectively	 and	 efficiently	 use	 the	
Locomotor	skills	which	they	have	learnt	over	the	year	in	a	structured	sports	environment.			
	
FRENCH	
Grade-	6	
	
The	French	learners	of	Grade-6	discussed	their	second	term	
assessment	 papers.	 Common	 errors	 and	 important	 details	
related	 to	 their	 answers	were	 identified	 and	 discussed	 as	
well.	Moving	ahead	with	Unit	6-D	(Des	Bandes	Dessinés),	the	
learners	recalled	the	conjugation	of	the	first	group	of	verbs	
(ER	ending).	A	few	ER	ending	verbs	were	introduced	to	them	
and	 they	 practised	 conjugating	 the	 same	 on	 their	 own	
remembering	 the	 pattern.	 Taking	 the	 topic	 further,	 the	
learners	 will	 be	 exploring	 the	 “Bandes	 Dessinés”	
(Comics,	 visual	 art	 forms,	 illustrative	 stories)	 in	
French.		
	
Grade-7	
	
After	 finishing	 their	 summative	 assessment,	 the	
French	 learners	 of	 Grade	 7	 discussed	 and	 went	
through	 their	 assessment	 papers	 and	 where	 they	
could	have	improved	and	scored	better.		

Learners	then	started	with	a	new	unit	on	Ca	va?	Learners	revised	the	different	clothing	
and	outfits	 that	 they	had	previously	done	 in	Term	I	before	moving	on	to	work	 in	pairs	
about	their	opinions	on	branded	clothes.	After	a	lot	of	deliberation	and	discussion,	learners	
put	forth	their	views	on	the	pros	and	cons	of	branded	clothes.		
					
Grade-8	
After	finishing	their	summative	assessment,	the	French	learners	of	Grade	8	discussed	their	
assessment	papers	and	where	they	could	have	improved	and	scored	better.		
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Learners	then	started	with	a	new	unit	on	Etre	en	 forme.	Following	the	quote	“The	 first	
wealth	is	health”,	learners	discussed	the	need	for	a	healthy	lifestyle	and	the	do’s	and	don’ts	
for	 the	 same.	 Integrating	 Science	 with	 French,	 learners	 talked	 about	 a	 balanced	 and	
healthy	diet	and	also	the	need	for	exercise	and	workouts	in	a	healthy	regime.		

							
Grade-9	
After	finishing	their	summative	assessment,	the	French	learners	of	Grade	9	discussed	each	
of	their	assessment	papers	separately	and	where	they	could	have	improved	and	scored	
better.	
Thereafter,	 learners	 resolved	 the	 reading	 and	 writing	 paper	 individually	 in	 exam-like	
conditions	to	order	to	improve	and	their	work	was	checked	and	feedback	was	given.		
	
Grade-10		
After	finishing	their	preliminary	assessment,	the	French	learners	of	Grade	10	discussed	
each	of	their	assessment	papers	separately	and	evaluated	where	they	could	have	improved	
and	scored	better.	
Using	peer	evaluation,	learners	checked	each	other’s	papers	and	gave	them	feedback	in	
order	to	improve	their	written	work.		
Learners	were	also	given	tips	in	order	to	better	answer	their	final	examinations	and	past	
papers	were	handed	to	them	for	practice.		
	
HINDI:	
	
Grade	6:	
	
Learners	 were	
shown	 their	 Term	 2	
reading	 -writing	and	
listening	 paper	 and	
had	 a	 discussion;	
feedback	 was	 given.	
They	also	had	group	activities,	wherein	they	wrote	their	own	script	based	on	different	real-
life	 situations:	 dealing	with	 a	 shopkeeper,	 customers,	 and	 a	 thief.	 This	 enhanced	 their	
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creative	writing	 skills	 along	with	 their	 communication	 skills.	 Learners	had	 undertaken	
dictation	and	framed	sentences	with	new	words.	They	also	applied	the	new	vocabulary	
while	communicating	with	their	peers.		
	
Grade	7:	

Learners	were	 shown	 their	Term	2	
reading	-writing	and	listening	paper	
and	had	a	discussion;	 feedback	was	
given.	They	also	had	group	activities,	
wherein	they	wrote	their	own	script	
based	 on	 different	 real-life	
situations:	 a	 jungle	 scene,	 a	
kidnapping	 scene	 to	 create	 suspense	 and	 a	 neighbourhood	 scene.	 This	 enhanced	 their	
creative	writing	skills	along	with	their	communication	skills.	

Learners	 have	 started	 a	 new	 chapter	 ‘Safalta	 ki	 Triveni’	 and	 through	 this	 chapter	 they	
discussed		how	to	become	successful	and	how	important		hard	work	and	dedication	is	They	
built		on	their	reading	skill	and	learnt	new	vocabulary	such	as	param	ghanisht,	sevamukt,	
karyapatuta,	sakriy,	sajag,	mehanti,	etc.	
	
Grade	8:		
Learners	 were	
shown	 their	 Term	 2	
reading	 -writing	 and	
listening	 paper	 and	
had	 a	 discussion;	
feedback	 was	 given.	
They	 also	had	 group	
activities,	 whereby	
they	wrote	their	own	
script	based	on	different	 real-life	 situations.	This	enhanced	 their	 creative	writing	 skills	
along	with	their	communication	skills.	Learners	had	dictation	and	framed	sentences	with	
new	words.	They	also	applied	the	new	vocabulary	while	communicating	with	their	peers.	

During	creative	writing,	they	were	given	multiple	sentence	starters.	They	could	choose	the	
most	appropriate	one	and	start	writing	their	narrative	story.	Post	creative	writing,	they	
confidently	presented	it	before	their	peers.	

Grade	9:	
Learners	 were	 shown	 their	 Term	 2	 reading	 -writing	 and	 listening	 paper	 and	 had	 a	
discussion	and	feedback	was	given.	The	new	chapter	learnt	was		‘Mobile	ki	vajah	se	bani	
bachhon	se	duri’.Through	this	chapter	 ,	 they	 learnt	about	how	important	 it	is	 	 to	spend	
time	with	family.	They	had	a	discussion	on	how	mobile	phones	have	taken	over	most	of	
the	family	time	and	how	people		at	home	spend	time	with	their	digital	devices	rather	than	
talking	with	each	other	.	A	reflection	exercise	was	undertaken	and	they	realised	that	one	
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must	use	the	phone	for	a	 limited	period	only.	They	also	built	on	their	reading	skill	and	
enhanced	their	vocabulary	by	using	new	words	 in	 their	sentences,	such	as	abhibhavak,	
vishleshan,	mansik	swasthya,	vyaktitv,	akelapan,	andekha,	ansoona,	etc	
	
Grade	10	
Learners	 were	 shown	 their	 papers	 -	 reading	 –writing	 and	 listening	 papers	 and	 	 a	
discussion	was	 held	 and	 feedback	was	 given.	 They	were	 given	 tips	 on	 enhancing	 their	
performance.	
Post	that,	they	solved	past	papers	(reading-writing	and	Listening).			

	
NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	

GRADE	6	English:	This	term	the	students	of	Grade	6	are	working	on	their	narrative	
writing	 skills.	 Narrative	 writing	 will	 help	 students	 hone	 their	 writing	 skills	 for	 many	
different	genres!	Learning	how	to	structure	a	story	helps	them	artfully	craft	essays	and	by	
gaining	an	attention	to	detail	would	aid	them	in	researching	argumentative	papers.	Apart	
from	that,	they	were	also	exposed	to	Role-Play.	Role	play	can	offer	an	authentic	context	for	

students	 to	 engage	 in	 new	 discourses.	 These	 contexts	 can	 provide	 situations	 where	
students	 can	 be	 comfortable	 to	 speak,	 respond,	 initiate	 ideas,	 argue,	 be	 tentative	 and	
reflect.	 The	 students	 will	 display	 these	 skills	 in	 the	 new	 year	 in	 the	 form	 of	 their	
presentations.	Stay	tuned	for	more.	
	
Math:		

Learners	 added	 and	 subtracted	 simple	 fractions	 with	 the	 same	
denominators	 as	 well	 as	 fractions	 with	 different	 denominators.	
Students	simplified	the	fraction	back	to	its	original	state.	Students	
computed	the	fractional	parts	of	quantities.		
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Science:		

Biology:	
Students	learnt	about	classification	of	organisms.	They	understood	that	scientists	do	this	
by	putting	organisms	into	groups	and	studying	their	similarities	and	dissimilarities.	They	
learnt	 that	 every	 organism	 has	 features	 or	 characteristics	 and	 that	 variation	 is	 the	
difference	between	these	characteristics.	Example:	all	dogs	have	four	legs	but	differ	in	their	
fur	colour,	head	size	and	shape.	They	learnt	how	the	scientist	Carl	Linnaeus	developed	a	
system	for	separating	living	beings	and	the	system	comprises	kingdom	as	the	largest	group	
and	species	as	the	smallest	group.	They	also	learnt	that	each	species	is	given	a	scientific	
name	consisting	of	two	Latin	words.	e.g.	Scientific	name	for	humans	is	Homo	sapien.	

Chemistry:	
In	 Chemistry,	 students	 learnt	 about	 word	 equations.	 They	 learnt	 that	 reactants	 are	
substances	that	change	in	a	chemical	reaction	to	form	products.	They	learnt	how	to	write	
a	word	equation	by	using	an	example	of	magnesium	burnt	in	air.	They	observed	that	a	
bright	white	 light	 is	given	out	when	magnesium	reacts	with	oxygen	 in	the	air.	Students	
drew	 particle	 diagrams	 to	 represent	 the	 number	 of	 atoms.They	 learnt	 that	 the	 same	
number	 of	 each	 type	 of	 atom	 should	 be	 drawn	 on	 the	 left	 and	 right	 side	 of	 a	 word	
equation.e.g.	 Magnesium	 and	 oxygen	 atoms	 rearrange	 and	 join	 together	 to	 make	
magnesium	oxide	 so	 if	 there	 are	 ten	 	Magnesium	 atoms	 and	 ten	 oxygen	 atoms	 	 in	 the	
reactant	there	should	be	ten	in	the	product	as	well.	
																										
Physics:	
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Sound waves are important because they allow us to hear important messages and emergency 
signals to protect ourselves. Sound waves are part of an important process of our hearing and 
living 
Students	learnt	about	how	sound	travels	and	describe	the	vibration	of	particles	in	a	sound	
wave	 and	 understand	 why	 sound	 does	 not	 travel	 in	 a	 vacuum.	 They	 made	 a	 string	
telephone	to	show	that	sounds	travel	as	vibrations	through	a	medium.	The	students	also	
learnt	about	echoes	and	the	idea	of	reflection	of	sound,	using	some	simple	demonstrations	
to	model	reflection.	
	
GRADE	7	
English:		
	
7A:	We	 started	 off	 this	Term	by	 looking	 at	 dialogue	writing.	 The	 students	 learned	 the	
basics	of	what	a	dialogue	encompasses	and	the	basic	rules	(grammatical	and	punctuation)	
that	have	to	be	followed	when	writing	a	dialogue.	The	students	came	up	to	the	board	to	
explain	the	various	rules	of	punctuation,	thereby	checking	their	own	understanding	of	the	
rules	for	dialogue	writing.	They	also	had	a	lot	of	fun	reading	out	dialogues	from	famous	
books	and	movies,	including	Moana	and	The	Hobbit.		
For	their	formative	assessments,	the	students	have	been	paired	up	with	a	partner	and	they	
have	to	write	out	a	dialogue	based	on	a	topic	of	their	choice.	The	students	worked	together	
to	write	the	dialogues	and	decide	their	costumes	and	enactment	for	the	same.	We	even	
played	a	dialogue	writing	game	where	the	class	wrote	down	one	 interesting	word	on	a	
piece	of	paper	 and	everyone	 took	 turns	 coming	up	with	an	 interesting	 story	 that	used	

dialogue!	
	
7B:	We	started	off	this	term	by	focusing	on	Narrative	Writing.	The	students	learned	the	
basics	of	narrative	writing	focusing	on	the	important	features,	genres	as	well	as	the	use	of	
appropriate	 language.	 By	 applying	 Fretag’s	 Pyramid	 to	 various	 books	 and	movies,	 the	
students	learned	to	break	down	the	narrative	sequence	and	plot	structure;	we	also	looked	
at	various	ways	 the	 students	 can	enhance	 their	 creative	writing	 skills	 through	sensory	
imagery	 and	 figurative	 language.	 An	 activity	 was	 conducted	 wherein	 students	 were	
assigned	 a	 specific	 genre	 where	 they	 were	 required	 to	 create	 a	 mind	 map	 and	
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storyboard/comic	 strip	 for	 their	 narrative	 pieces.	 Building	 on	 their	 storyboards,	 the	
students	were	able	to	showcase	their	outstanding	creative	and	imaginative	skills	as	they	
produced	wonderful	stories	through	this	activity!	
	
		
Mathematics:		
Mastering	 the	processes	 required	 to	 solve	equations	 is	 arguably	 the	best	way	 to	
become	adept	at	understanding	what	equations	tell	us.	An	
equation	 indicates	 that	 whatever	 is	 to	 the	 left	 side	 of	 the	
“equals”	sign	has	the	same	value	as	whatever	is	to	the	right.	An	
equation	 expresses	 a	 precise,	 quantitative	 relationship.	 The	
equals	 sign	 carries	 a	 deep	message;	 it	 signifies	mathematical	
equality,	the	essence	of	exactitude.		
Learners of grade 7 understood the meaning of variables, constants, 
equations and solution. They also learnt how to solve a given 
equation with variable on one side and also with variable on both 
sides of equations. They understood that a situation can be 
represented either in words or as an equation. They were able to 
move between the two representations and solve the equation 
(integer or fractional coefficients, unknown on either 
or both sides). Students answered a formative assessment on Equations. 
	
Science:				
Biology:	
	
Students	
learnt	 about	
food	 chains	
and	 food	
webs.	 They	
learnt	 that	
energy	
passes	 from	
one	organism	
to	another	in	the	feeding	relationships		found	in	an	ecosystem.	Students	constructed		a	food	
chain	from	an	ecosystem.	Students	also	learnt	about	bioaccumulation	which	involves	the	
build	up	of	a	substance	in	an	organism	because	the	substance	cannot	be	broken	down	and	
is	not	excreted	 from	an	organism.	They	 learnt	how	mercury,	a	poisonous	metal,	affects	
birds	 and	makes	 it	 difficult	 for	 them	 to	 fly.	 They	 also	 learnt	 that	 mercury	 affects	 the	
nervous	system	of	humans	and	makes	people	twitch	and	have	walking	difficulties.		
			
Chemistry:	
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In	Chemistry,	students	learnt	about	measuring	temperature	changes.	They	learnt	that	the	
temperature	
changes	 that	
happen	during	
chemical	
reactions	 can	
be	very	useful.	
For	example,	a	
chemical	hand	
warmer	
contains	 iron	
powder	 and	
water.	 When	 you	 open	
the	 pack	
the	 iron	
powder	
and	 water	
react	 with	
oxygen	
from	 the	
air.	 The	
reaction	
transfers	
energy	 to	
the	
surroundings	as	heat	and	 this	 causes	 the	hand	warmer	 to	
heat	 up.	 Students	 also	 learnt	 how	 to	 evaluate	 an	
investigation	and	ask	questions	like	can	there	be	error	in	my	
experiment,	 where	 measurements	 were	 taken	 accurately	
and	precisely.	 Students	performed	an	experiment	wherein	
they	added	potassium	chloride	to	water	and	measured	the	
temperature	 change	 to	 understand	 weather	 energy	 was	
transferred	 to	 the	 surrounding	 power	 taken	 from	 the	
surrounding.	
			
Physics:		
Students	were	introduced	to	the	law	of	reflection	and	were	given	an	opportunity	to	test	it	
experimentally.	They	performed	an	activity	 to	investigate	how	light	reflects.	They	were	
able	to	take	appropriately	accurate	and	precise	measurements,	explaining	why	accuracy	
and	precision	are	important.	Students	learnt	how	light	refracts	through	rectangular	glass	
blocks	and	the	principles	of	refraction,	they	understood	the	difference	between	real	and	
apparent	depth.	They	investigated	refraction	by	doing	an	experiment.	
	
	
History:		
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7A:		
We	started	off	this	Term	with	the	topic	of	Slavery.	The	students	were	introduced	to	the	
topic,	the	origins	of	slavery	and	how	slavery	existed	within	Africa.	The	students	came	up	
to	 the	 board	 and	worked	 on	 a	mind	map	depicting	 various	words	 they	 associate	with	
slavery.	We	then	 looked	at	 the	Transatlantic	Slave	trade	and	engaged	 in	discussions	on	
critical	thinking	-	Do	the	concepts	of	 ‘money	is	the	root	of	all	evil’	and	‘united	we	stand,	
divided	we	fall,’	apply	to	slavery.	The	students	really	rose	to	 the	occasion	by	delivering	
unique	and	mature	perspectives.	

	
7B:	We	began	this	term	by	introducing	the	topic	of	slavery.	As	this	is	such	a	serious	topic	
at	hand,	the	students	engaged	in	multiple	discussions,	where	they	could	ask	questions	as	
well	as	share	their	opinions	and	understandings	on	the	same.	Various	topics,	such	as	the	
concept	of	“otherness”,	defining	slavery,	its	emergence	and	origins	including	what	drives	
it,	were	discussed	in	class.	The	students	actively	participated	in	all	discussions,	providing	
insightful	and	mature	perspectives.	We	then	looked	at	Trans-Atlantic	Slavery	as	well	as	the	
living	conditions	of	slaves	on	ships.	The	students	engaged	in	discussions	that	focused	on	
their	critical	thinking	skills	wherein	they	analysed	concepts	such	as,	‘money	is	the	root	of	
all	evil,’	‘united	we	stand	divided	we	fall'	and	how	they	relate	to	slavery.		
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GRADE	8	
English:	 This	 term	 we	
started	 off	 with	 Narrative	
Writing.	Even	though	this	is	a	
topic	 that	 the	 class	 is	 very	
familiar	with,	we	dived	back	
into	 the	 basics.	 The	 class	
looked	 at	 the	 basics	 of	
narrative	 writing,	 Freytag’s	
pyramid	 that	 explains	 plot	
structure	 and	 various	 ways	
to	enhance	one’s	narrative	essay,	 through	sensory	 imagery,	 figurative	 language	and	the	
like.	The	class	thoroughly	enjoyed	the	plot	structure	game	where	the	students	had	to	write	
out	the	basic	plot	of	a	famous	book	or	movie	or	TV	show	and	the	class	had	to	guess	which	
one	 it	was!	 For	 their	 formative	 assessments,	 the	 students	 have	 been	 paired	 up	with	 a	
partner	and	they	have	to	write	out	a	narrative	piece	and	come	up	with	a	storyboard	on	a	
theme	of	their	choice.	The	students	worked	together	to	create	the	storyboard	and	come	up	
with	an	interesting	plot	for	their	pieces.		

Mathematics:	Before	 introducing	the	topic	of	Pythagoras’	Theorem,	learners	were	
asked	to	review	their	knowledge	of	squares	and	square	roots	of	numbers.	To	consolidate	
this	previous	learning,	learners	were	divided	into	pairs,	and	given	‘loop	cards’,	for	which	
they	 had	 to	match	 equivalent	 values	 (for example matching √49 with 7). Learners 
enjoyed the activity and the competition of being the first pair to finish their loop. 

Science:			

Physics:	Waves	of	all	types	were	introduced	to	the	learners.	They	were	introduced	to	
sound	through	the	propagation	of	sound	waves.	Students	categorised	the	sound	wave's	
loudness	and	pitch.	Students	defined	the	characteristics	of	the	waves,	such	as	amplitude,	
wavelength,	and	frequency,	before	drawing	the	wave	and	labelling	its	components.	They	
engaged	in	an	activity	that	demonstrated	how	energy	can	be	moved	from	one	location	to	
another	without	changing	mass.		
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Chemistry:	When	the	new	term	began,	the	next	unit	
‘Chemical	 changes’	 was	 introduced	 to	 the	 learners.		
Learners	 put	 on	 their	 scientific	 thinking	 caps	 and	
distinguished	how	a	theory	is	different	in	the	scientific	
sense	as	compared	to	the	ones	we	make	in	our	everyday	
lives	(e.g.	Darwin’s	theory	of	evolution	as	opposed	to	our	
understanding	 of	 someone’s	 unusual	 behaviour).	 	 An	
experiment	to	explain	how	a	theory	works	 is	what	 the	
learners	did	next.		They	measured	equal	amounts	of	two	
chemicals	 and	 then	 mixed	 them	 to	 form	 an	 insoluble	
precipitate.		What	do	you	predict	–	will	the	mass	of	the	
new	solution	be	the	same	as	the	original?		According	to	
the	 law	 of’	 conservation	 of	 mass’,	 it	 should	 be	 but	
learners	 identified	 a	 few	 manual	 errors	 that	 could’ve	
caused	an	anomalous	reading.		

Biology:	Just	as	in	Chemistry,	a	new	unit	was	begun	in	Biology	as	well.		What	affects	the	
population	of	an	area?	How	does	the	environment	affect	the	population?	Which	changes	
would	favour	the	expansion	of	a	population?	Learners	shared	their	ideas	when	asked	these	
questions	 and	 then	 delved	 into	 how	
adaptations	help	animals	survive.		By	putting	
together	 the	 pieces	 of	 a	 jigsaw	 puzzle,	
learners	 revealed	 the	 picture	 of	 an	 animal	
and	 then	 discussed	 the	 various	 adaptive	
features	 it	possesses	 for	survival.	 	This	also	
gave	 learners	 a	 clearer	 idea	 of	 what	 might	
happen	 to	 these	 animals	 if	 drastic	
temperature	changes	cause	extreme	climatic	
conditions.	 	 Learners	also	researched	about	
one	 plant	 and	 one	 animal	 whose	 numbers	
have	 increased/decreased	 over	 the	 last	 few	
years.		Collating	data	and	drawing	graphs	to	
present	their	data	was	the	skill	honed	during	
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this	activity.		In	the	coming	weeks,	learners	will	collectively	interpret	this	data.	

G.P:	

Why	do	people	jump	in	wells	during	the	Sao	Joao	festival	only	in	Goa?	Why	do	we	not	have	
a	Turkey	for	Thanksgiving	in	India?		

Grade	 8	 has	 been	 learning	 about	 Tradition,	 Culture	 and	 Identity	 this	 term,	 and	we	 are	
preparing	for	a	new	round	of	assessments	as	we	prepare	presentations	about	a	cultural	
phenomenon	 in	 different	 parts	 of	 the	world.	We	have	 been	 learning	 about	 differences	
between	tradition	and	culture,	while	learning	about	how	traditions	are	a	part	of	culture,	
while	culture	 is	knowledge,	music,	dance,	belief,	art,	morals,	 law,	custom	and	any	other	
capabilities	and	habits	acquired	by	man	as	a	member	of	society.	It	has	been	an	exciting	
topic	that	we	have	just	started,	and	the	learners	are	eager	to	make	their	presentations	as	
we	move	into	the	next	term.	

History:	 Grade	 8	 is	 continuing	 with	 WWII	 as	 we	 dived	 into	 the	 very	 tough	 yet	
fascinating	 topic	 of	 fascism.	 We	 looked	 at	 an	 introduction	 to	 the	 topic	 and	 how	 the	
principles	of	fascism	were	embodied	by	Hitler	and	the	German	state.	The	class	watched	a	
very	interesting	animated	video	on	the	topic	and	simultaneously	used	artistic	expression	
to	show	their	understanding	of	fascism.		

GRADE	9	

English:	This	Term,	we	started	off	with	the	challenging	topic	of	genre	transformation.	
The	students	started	off	with	Unit	5.	The	class	split	themselves	up	into	teams	of	2	and	the	
competitive	aspect	truly	brought	out	the	best	in	them!	They	went	up	against	each	other	
while	 discussing	 synonyms,	 writer’s	 effect,	 connotations	 of	 language	 usage	 and	 even	
worked	 as	 a	 team	 to	 ensure	 that	 their	 partners	 submitted	 their	 genre	 transformation	
activity	of	converting	the	text	in	a	letter	on	time!			
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Mathematics:	To	consolidate	learning	
of	 topics	covered	 in	Term	2,	 learners	were	
given	 a	 series	 of	 topic-wise	worksheets	 of	
past	 IGCSE	 paper	 questions	 to	 solve	 and	
discuss	 in	 class,	 for	 learners	 to	 improve	
their	 timed	 problem-solving	 skills.	 This	
should	help	learners	to	start	preparing	early	
on	 for	 the	 kind	 of	 questions	 they	 will	 be	
exposed	 to	when	 they	 answer	 their	 IGCSE	
examination	in	2024.	

Science:			

Physics:	Students	explained	how	a	pinhole	camera	works	and	created	ray	diagrams	to	
display	 the	 effects	 of	 changing	 the	 object	 distance	 or	 camera	 length.	 They	 created	 the	
diagrams	 to	 demonstrate	 how	 point	 and	 extended	 sources	 work	 together	 to	 create	
shadows.	 Students	 discussed	 the	 law	 of	 reflection	 and	 applied	 it	 to	 problem-solving.	
Students	 distinguished	 between	 the	 real	 and	 virtual	 images	 in	 a	 plane	 mirror	 while	
describing	how	images	are	created.	

Chemistry	:	How	different	would	the	world	be	if	everything	was	in	equilibrium?	The	
amount	you	give	will	be	the	amount	received.	Not	sure	if	this	ideal	situation	is	possible	in	
the	real	world	but	it	is	definitely	possible	in	Chemistry.	 	Learners	studied	about	the	‘Le	
Chatelier’s	 principle’	 that	 explains	 when	 a	 reaction	 is	 said	 to	 be	 in	 equilibrium.	 	 To	
understand	this,	learners	took	part	in	an	activity.		Don’t	we	sometimes	also	wish	that	we	
could	turn	back	time	and	undo	certain	things?		If	only	life	was	reversible.	 	Again,	this	is	
possible	with	Chemistry.		Some	reactions	are	reversible	and	learners	performed	these	in	
the	 laboratory.	 	 This	 knowledge	 is	 important	 for	 the	 industrial	 production	 of	 certain	
chemicals	that	the	learners	will	study	about	in	the	coming	weeks.	
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Biology:	The	 last	unit	covered	 in	the	previous	term	was	 ‘Transport	 in	Plants’,	so	how	
about	learning	how	the	same	process	occurs	in	animals?		Learners	were	introduced	to	the	
human	 circulatory	 system	 this	 fortnight.	 	 They	 studied	 the	 differences	 in	 the	 Piscean,	
Amphibian,	and	Mammalian	heart	and	attributed	the	features	to	their	function.		Learners	
were	also	introduced	to	the	names	of	 the	various	chambers	of	 the	heart	along	with	the	
valves	present	in	them.		Once	they	get	back	from	their	holidays,	they	will	be	engaged	in	
activities	that	will	help	them	understand	how	the	heart	functions	in	various	situations.		

History:	 Instituted	 in	 the	hope	of	 avoiding	war,	 appeasement	was	 the	name	given	 to	
Britain’s	policy	 in	 the	1930s	of	 allowing	Hitler	 to	expand	German	 territory	unchecked.	
Most	closely	associated	with	British	Prime	Minister	Neville	Chamberlain,	it	is	now	widely	
discredited	 as	 a	 policy	 of	 weakness.	 Yet	 at	 the	 time,	 it	 was	 a	 popular	 and	 seemingly	
pragmatic	policy.	The	students	of	Grade	9	looked	into	the	importance	of	the	same	and	how	
it	added	to	the	mounting	tension	preceding	World	War	2.	
G.P.	

As	Grade	9	finish	their	first	term	with	the	complete	IGCSE	load	for	GP,	they	look	forward	
with	calm,	focused	intensity	to	get	a	head	start	on	their	Individual	Reports.	The	Individual	
Report	is	a	60-mark	essay	that	requires	a	lot	of	time	to	research.	Learners	are	in	possession	
of	a	secret	ingredient-	the	mark	scheme,	along	with	some	other	material	and	checklists	in	
order	to	ensure	that	they	get	the	best	possible	mark	in	this	component.	This	also	serves	as	
practice	for	them	as	they	can	hone	their	skills	before	they	move	into	Grade	10,	and	give	
the	IGCSE’s	their	best.	

Economics:		

Learners	 examined	
the	 different	 degrees	
of	 competition	 that	
decides	 the	 market	
structure	 varying	
between	 perfect	
competition	 and	
monopoly.	 They	
analysed	 the	 effect	 of	
having	a	high	number	
of	firms	in	the	industry	
upon	price,	quantity,	choice,	profit	etc	of	a	given	product/firm.	They	discussed	in	groups	
to	identify	and	explain	the	nature	of	price-competition	and	non-	price	competition	as	well	
as	informative	advertising	and	persuasive	advertising.	They	also	came	up	with	arguments	
for	why	firms	are	price-takers	in	a	perfect	competition.	

 Business	Studies:		
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Learners	 undertook	 research	 on	 the	 advantages	 and	 disadvantages	 of	 free	 trade	 and	
protectionism	 to	 businesses	 in	 developing	 countries	 like	 India.	 Based	 on	 the	 facts	 and	
figures,	they	engaged	in	a	debate	on	Free	Trade	vs	Protectionism	in	which	one	team	placed	
arguments	 in	 favour	 of	 Free	Trade	 and	 the	other	 team	 for	 Protectionism	 to	 be	 apt	 for	
growth	of	businesses	in	developing	countries.	Important	conclusions	were	drawn	from	the	
classroom	debate	and	 it	was	 interesting	 to	watch	 them	include	evidence	 from	 times	of	
trade	wars	and	other	occurrences	in	their	arguments.	

	
IGCSE GRADE 10 

English: The	 students	 looked	 back	 on	 the	 two	 years	of	 learning	 by	 evaluating	 their	
performances.	
They	 are	 now	
in	 the	 final	 leg	
of	 preparation	
of	 the	 IGCSE.	
They	 spent	
their	 last	 few	
days	 in	 school	
reflecting	 on	
their	 work,	
understanding	
where	they	could	do	better	and	working	on	past	papers	to	improve	their	scores.	Learning	
to	develop	an	eye	for	detail,	pinpointing	specific	observations	about	tone	and	content	in	
the	extracts	alongside	references	to	linguistic	and	structural	techniques.	Whether	it’s	an	
article	for	a	local	magazine	persuading	parents	of	the	benefits	of	social	media	or	a	blog	
entry	for	students	offering	advice	about	exam	preparation,	the	purpose,	audience	and	form	
suggested	by	the	question	in	the	paper	will	shape	their	writing.		

 History:The	 students	 were	 given	 a	 few	 tips	 on	 how	 they	 can	 do	 better	 in	 their	
examinations	at	the	IGCSE	level.	Reading	questions	and	making	choices,	understanding	all	
the	cues	by	underlining	important	information	in	the	sources,	describing,	explaining	and	
elaborating	on	a	point	 is	what	will	help	them	produce	well-rounded	 responses	 that	do	
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justice	to	the	questions	in	the	papers.	We	wish	our	students	the	very	best	for	the	IGCSE	
examinations.	

	

Mathematics: Students	spent	their	last	few	days	of	school	going	through	all	the	past	
IGCSE	papers	that	they	had	solved,	and	discussing	their	doubts	and	difficulties	in	the	class.	
They	 also	 shared	 with	 each	 other	 the	 various	 tips	 and	 tricks	 they	 use	 during	 the	
examination	 for	quick	calculations	and	verification	of	 their	answers.	Students	also	used	
their	time	in	class	to	solve	questions	for	each	other	on	the	whiteboard	and	explain	the	logic	
and	methods	used	to	solve	a	particular	problem	quickly.	The	teacher	went	through	the	
instructions	of	the	paper	with	the	students	and	reviewed	the	finer	details	of	answering	a	
Mathematics	 paper,	 including	 rounding	 off	 a	 number	 to	 a	 specified	 number	of	decimal	
places,	etc.	 

Science: 	

Physics:	Papers	2,	4,	and	6	were	revised.	Students	were	informed	of	the	marking	scheme,	
which	helped	them	achieve	better	grades.	

Chemistry:	Discussion	of	 the	Summative	paper	was	done	with	an	explanation	of	 the	
answers	to	 the	difficult	questions.	 	Since	a	 few	learners	needed	more	practice	with	the	
concept	of	‘Quantitative	Chemistry’,	a	short	revision	test	was	given	and	corrected	sheets	
were	returned	as	well.		Previous	years’	papers	were	given	to	be	solved	over	the	holidays.	

Biology:	The	preliminary	examination	paper	was	discussed	in	detail	and	key	areas	for	
improvement	were	also	highlighted.		After	studying	for	the	exams,	learners	realised	that	
they	needed	revision	of	the	concepts	taught	at	the	beginning	of	the	year	and	so	they	were	
given	a	few	revision	questions	on	the	topic	‘Human	nutrition’.		Previous	years’	papers	were	
given	to	be	solved	over	the	holidays.	

G.P. :  

Students	spent	their	final	days	in	class	and	school	practising	past	papers	in	order	to	get	
the	best	possible	mark	scheme	in	the	Written	Examination	component	for	GP.	They	have	
gone	through	possible	structures	for	answers,	mark	schemes,	and	possible	combinations	
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of	questions	that	learners	may	encounter	during	the	IGCSE’s.	They	have	also	been	given	
feedback	on	their	answers.	

Economics:	

Learners	worked	on	refining	both	their	subject	knowledge	and	their	exam	performance	
capabilities.	They	had	dedicated	extra	time	to	practising	the	exam	tasks	that	they	prefer	
the	 least	and	worked	on	enhancing	their	strengths	 further	as	well.	Questions	that	need	
discussions,	analysis	and	explanation	were	examined	from	different	point	of	views,	with	
the	aid	of	mark	schemes,	so	as	to	maximise	their	marks.	Multiple	Choice	Questions	were	
attempted	by	the	learners	and	the	reasons	for	choices	-	right	and	wrong	-	were	discussed	
and	appropriate	feedback	was	given.	

Business	Studies:	

Learners	revisited	the	answer	scripts	of	their	prelims	and	the	papers	were	discussed	in	
detail	with	aid	of	the	mark	scheme.	The	success	criteria	was	made	clear	once	again	for	all	
kinds	of	questions	from	both	the	papers.	Different	possible	points	that	could	be	considered	
were	discussed	in	the	classroom.	New	questions	of	different	patterns	were	answered	in	
cases	of	patterns	which	appeared	to	be	difficult	for	the	learners	to	answer.	

	
And	that	brings	us	to	the	last	Newsletter	of	this	year.	Whew!	What	a	year	it	has	
been!	Never	 a	dull	moment!	Lots	of	work,	 lots	of	 adjustments	 to	make,	 new	
things	to	learn,	and	things	to	learn	anew!	
Look	forward	to	reporting	for	you	in	2023!	

Regards	
The	Gera	School	
	


